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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 10330 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOPN, IS, US 

SUBJECT: MEDIA SPECULATION ON CAMP DAVID AND U.S. PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
POSTURE 

1 . THE ISRAELI PRESS IS PREDICTABLY FULL OF RUMORS AND 
SPECUALTION CONCERNING THE CAMP DAVID MEETING. AMONG THE 
THEMES BEING PLAYED IN THE PRESS OVER THE PAST THREE DAYS: 

- THE U.S. MAY PRESENT ITS PEACE PLAN AT CAMP DAVID 

- THE U.S. MAY REVIVE THE ASWAN FORMULA AT CAMP DAVID 

- THE "FRAMEWORK" VANCE TALKED ABOUT AT ALEXANDRIA IS 
ACTUALLY A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES BASED ON 242 WHICH 
THE U.S. WILL FOCUS ON AT CAMP DAVID 

- THE U.S. WILL BECOME A MUCH MORE ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN THE 
CAMP DAVID TALKS THAN HERETOFORE, PROOF OF THIS BEING 
VANCE’S STATEMENT AT ALEXANDRIA THAT THE U.S. WILL BE A 
"FULL PARTNER" IN THE CAMP DAVID DISCUSSIONS. 

- THE U.S. WILL TRY TO SOFTEN ISRAELI POSITIONS WITH RESPECT 
TO THE WEST BANK 

- THE U.S. HAS MADE SECRET PROMISES TO SADAT TO GET HIM BACK 
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 

- THE U.S. IS INTERESTED IN THE PARTIAL SETTLEMENT IDEA 
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AND WILL EXPLORE THIS POSSIBILITY AT 
CAMP DAVID 

- IN PREPARATION FOR THE SEPTEMBER TALKS, VANCE WILL VISIT THE 
MIDDLE EAST AGAIN; ATHERTON WILL TRAVEL HERE AGAIN; 

DAYAN AND KAMEL WILL MEET IN WASHINGTON ETC. 

2. THE MOST FREQUENT MEDIA SPECULATION WITH RESPECT TO ISRAEL'S 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PLANS FOR CAMP DAVID IS THAT ISRAEL MAY MODIFY ITS WEST BANK 
AUTONOMY PLAN BY PROVIDING A LARGER ROLE FOR JORDAN, OR 
OFFER A MORE FLEXIBLE ATTATUDE TOWARDS TERRITORIAL 
COMPROMISE IN THE WEST BANK AND DISCUSSIONS WITH EGYPT. 

3. THE MEDIA ALSO SUGGEST THAT ISRAEL MAY AGREE, AFTER ALL, TO 
THE RETURN OF AL ARISH, BUT AS PART OF A RECIPROCAL ARRANGEMENT 
INVOLVING SINAI AIRFIELDS OR SETTLEMENTS IN THE RAFIAH. 

4. FINALLY THERE HAVE BEEN STORIES SUGGESTING THAT THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT WILL PRESS FOR BEGIN S IDEA OF "PERMANENT, PARTIAL 
AGREEMENTS" AT CAMP DAVID. 

5. OBVIOUSLY, OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS, THERE WILL BE 
ADDITIONAL RUMORS AND SPECUALTION. AND ON OCCASION, IT MAY 
BE APPROPRIATE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OR FOR US TO CORRECT SPECIFIC 
INACCURACIES IN THE PRESS. HOWEVER, IN GENERAL, IT IS OUR 
INTENTION TO LET THE STORIES WASH OVER US, WITHOUT COMMENTING 
ON THEM. IT IS OUR CONVICTION THAT THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT 
WILL MOST EFFECTIVELY - AND FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW MOST 
SUCCESSFULLY - CONCENTRATE ON CAMP DAVID PREPARATIONS WITHOUT 
ANY ADDITIONAL PERCEPTION OF PRESSURE FROM THE UNITED STATES. 
THERE IS EVERY EVIDENCE THAT THE GOI IS ENTERING A PERIOD OF 
THOROUGH EXAMINATION AND ENERGETIC DISCUSSION OF ITS NEGOTIATING 
POSITIONS. WHILE THIS PROCESS COOKS, WE SHOULD STAY OUT OF 

THE KITCHEN AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 
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